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Historical fabrics were a proper response to people’s needs in their own time which turned
social principles into architecture. Although the requirements and culture of today have been
altered through industrial and information revolutions, yet they are rooted in the past. One
of the most valuable principles of vernacular houses is privacy and specifically visual privacy
which controls the view from and to a house. One of the elements in Bushehr vernacular houses
affecting visual privacy is Shenashir. The present study aims to analyze the relationship between
Shenashir and visual privacy of Bushehr’s old fabric, regarding their location in and on the edge
of fabric. So, thorough action research, field studies and purposeful non-random sampling 6
residential buildings are evaluated. Elements affecting visual privacy and influence of the sea
on it show that sea induce the need of visual privacy in houses with external Shenashirs, as with
invariant proportions, the facades of houses within the historic houses have more closed spaces
and less open spaces than coastal houses, yet semi-open spaces are equal and not affected by
the factor of the sea.
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