ISSN: 2538-2594; Nagshejahan - Basic studies and New Technologies of Architecture and Planning. 2025;15(4): 1-24

Tarbiat Modares
University

Rereading the concept of architecture as both media and art within

the framework of Walter Benjamin's critical analysis of mechanical

reproducibility

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Article Type
Analytic Study

Authors

Elahe Faregh!
Siamak Panahiz*
Etrat LaalBakhsh3
Mahmoud Rezaee 4

How to cite this article

Falaha

URL: http://

Aims: This research is based on the undeniable impact of modern media on all aspects
of human life, including architecture, and subsequently, the urgent need to study the
history of media evolution and the theoretical foundations governing media, on how
the media affects architecture.

Methods: The current research has benefited from Benjamin's theory of mechanical
reproducibility as an accepted theory and tried with a post-qualitative approach to
readout of new concepts from the placement of architecture as media and art in it. So
the deep relationship between architecture and media could be explained.

Findings: Since all the media have stepped from the traditional one-way format to the
new media with interactive and two-way communication, architecture has also
benefited from interactive concepts. The help of other media has been obtained, which
makes its access more universal and more reproducible.

Conclusion: It seems that, although the mechanical reproducibility of architecture as
an art form has been realized through the exponential growth of media in various
fields—and architecture itself, as a medium, has entered a new stage of evolution with
the help of new media—this evolution, which seeks to provide a dynamic role in
creating space and offering benefits to an engaged audience, may also have unintended
consequences. Specifically, the universalization of art, rather than liberating the
audience, can diminish the depth of aesthetic experience and further entrench the
dominance of the capitalist system over artistic production.
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