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Aims: Globalization, as a major driver of contemporary transformations, has altered various
dimensions of urban life, including spatial structures, physical morphology, and the semantic
systems of cities. In Iran, this process—driven by the influx of transnational design models and
advanced construction technologies—has left profound impacts on the identity of urban
architecture. Aiming to critically examine the consequences of globalization on the identity of
Iranian urban architecture, this study investigates how urban identity components transform

Authors across both physical and perceptual levels. This transformation threatens not only historical
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Methods: Employing a descriptive-analytical approach based on documentary studies and
theoretical frameworks related to globalization, place identity, placelessness, and critical
regionalism, this paper seeks to elucidate the mechanisms through which this process impacts
Iranian urban architecture.

Findings: While globalization has facilitated the transfer of knowledge, technology, and novel
design paradigms, the absence of identity-oriented policies has largely resulted in weakened
cultural legibility and degraded identity qualities in urban spaces. The findings indicate that the
infiltration of global patterns—devoid of a genuine dialogue with cultural contexts and indigenous
architectural principles—has fostered unresponsive spaces, a rupture in collective memory, and
spatial alienation. Consequently, this necessitates a redefinition of contemporary heritage
capacities as a vital link between historical continuity and spatial contemporaneity.

Conclusion: Accordingly, the necessity of rethinking the relationship between contemporaneity,
regionalism, and identity within Iranian urban architecture becomes increasingly evident.
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