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ABSTRACT

Aims: The challenges toward transition to sustainability require profound structural
changes made in socio-technical configurations. Urban living laboratory (ULL) is
identified as a platform for utilizing the potential of citizens' lived experience and
realizing their participation. Regarding the wholeness principles in landscape
architecture, the present study is to show the implementation of ULL using the
potentials of ritual landscape as a daily landscape, will facilitate the transition to cultural
sustainability and thus urban green contemporization.

Materials & Methods: With an overview of theoretical foundations based on
highperformance architecture theory, documents relating to the Jamaran neighborhood
were studied. In-depth interviews were conducted with the influential stakeholders of
the neighborhood to obtain an adequate awareness of the area. Then, by applying the
categories derived from coding the interview sessions and analyzing them by the
grounded theory method, the strategies for implementing a ULL in the context of the
Jamaran neighborhood were investigated.

Findings: The findings in the Jamaran neighborhood identified categories that during
the theorizing process, confirmed the role of ULL as structures in the daily living context
of residents in using the potential of ritual landscape to facilitate the transition to
sustainable development and thus urban contemporization.

Conclusion: the results indicate that the implementation of a ULL in the traditional
Iranian neighborhoods requires full recognition of the decision-making power of locals
in processes related to the ritual landscape as a routine procedure and it facilitates the
transition to sustainable development. Also, the ULL’s effects on the recognition of
indigenous  and  their  tacit knowledge are to  be  considered.

Keywords: Green Contemporization, Contemporary Architecture, Urban Living
Laboratory (ULL), Sustainability, Ritual Landscape, Wholeness Principles, Landscape
Architecture
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